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Investing in RV parks, laundromats, and car washes shares some commonalities, especially in 
the context of the economic changes brought about by the retirement of the baby boomer 

generation. Let's explore how these investments are related and the impact of the baby boomer 

retirement wave on these businesses: 

1. Demographic Shift and Business Transition: 
○ The retirement of the baby boomer generation, which began around 2011 

and is continuing, is having a profound impact on various sectors of the 
economy, including small businesses like RV parks, laundromats, and car 
washes. 

○ Many baby boomer entrepreneurs have owned and operated these 
businesses as part of the "mom and pop" sector for decades. As they retire, 
a significant number of these businesses are changing hands, either through 
sales or passing down to the next generation. 

2. Business Succession and Ownership Transition: 
○ As baby boomer business owners retire at a rate of approximately 10,000 

per day, a substantial portion of these small businesses is undergoing 
transitions in ownership. 

○ The transition process can involve selling the business to new owners, 
family members taking over, or even closures if there are no successors. 
These changes impact the landscape of small businesses across America. 

3. Investment Opportunities: 
○ For investors, this generational shift presents opportunities in various 

sectors, including RV parks, laundromats, and car washes. These 
businesses often become available for purchase or investment as baby 
boomer owners seek to retire. 

4. RV Parks and Baby Boomers: 
○ RV parks have a unique connection with the baby boomer generation. Many 

boomers have taken up RV travel as a retirement lifestyle choice, 
contributing to the demand for RV park accommodations. 

○ Interestingly, a significant portion of RV parks in America, estimated at 
around 80%, is currently owned by baby boomers. As they retire, these 
parks are expected to enter the market for sale in large numbers. 



5. RV Park Transition Statistics: 
○ Industry estimates suggest that approximately 3,000 RV parks may become 

available for sale in the next five years due to baby boomer retirements. This 
represents a substantial portion of the RV park market. 

6. Investment Considerations: 
○ Investors in RV parks, laundromats, and car washes can benefit from this 

generational transition by identifying opportunities to acquire or invest in 
businesses that align with the evolving needs and preferences of the retiring 
baby boomer cohort. 

7. Adapting to Boomer Preferences: 
○ Successful investors in these businesses will often need to adapt to the 

changing preferences of the baby boomer generation. For instance, RV 
parks may need to provide amenities and services tailored to the needs of 
retired RV travelers. 

8. Economic Impact: 
○ The transition of small businesses from one generation to another can have 

broader economic impacts, including changes in local economies, 
employment, and investment patterns. 

In summary, the retirement of the baby boomer generation is driving a significant transition in 

ownership within small businesses, including RV parks, laundromats, and car washes. The 

statistics suggest that a substantial number of these businesses will change hands or become 

available for sale in the next five years. This presents both challenges and opportunities for 

investors who can adapt to the evolving needs and preferences of the retiring baby boomer 

demographic while contributing to the dynamic landscape of small business ownership in 

America. 

 


